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We’re rolling out a new event 
on October 7th at the Faculty 
Center: a social hour the first 
Thursday of every month. Re-
laxation and food from 4:00-
5:30 at the Faculty Center. 
RSVP (407) 823-3544.

Scholarship of Teaching 
and Learning

The Faculty Center’s 2004-
2005 theme is the “Year of 
Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning.”

We are often asked what the 
Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning (SoTL) means. Lee 
Schulman at the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advance-
ment of Teaching offers this 
definition:

“Scholarly teaching is what ev-
ery one of us should be engaged 
in every day that we are in a 
classroom, in our office with 
students, tutoring, lecturing, 
conducting discussions, all the 
roles we play pedagogically... 
[b]ut it is only when we step 
back and reflect systematically 
on the teaching we have done, 
in a form that can be publicly 
reviewed and built upon by 
our peers, that we have moved 
from scholarly teaching to the 
scholarship of teaching.”

SoTL has become a national 
effort in recent years. Rather 
than simply disseminating 
ideas about teaching, SoTL fo-
cuses on the outcome of teach-
ing: student learning. Indiana 
University defines SoTL as an 
initiative “to improve under-
graduate learning by fostering 
faculty inquiry into learning 
and by building interdisciplin-
ary communities that support 
and refine this inquiry.” When 
we hear about how others 
practice their disciplines, we 
are prompted into creating our 
own systemic change.
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Welcome
Center Point is the new monthly 
newsletter of the Faculty Center for 
Teaching and Learning. We hope 
you enjoy the expanded format 
of our monthly calendar and take 
special note of the events we will 
highlight each issue. For those ac-
customed to the simpler calendar 
grid, you’ll still find it on our back 
cover.

Spotlight on...
The UCF Arboretum: an Envi-
ronmental Classroom
Learn how the UCF Arboretum can 
be used as a classroom for your 
course, engaging students both lit-
erally and figuratively in the natural 
and constructed landscape. From 
physics to psychology, from jour-
nalisim to math, the Arboretum is 
a learning laboratory. Facilitated 
by Dr. Martin Quigley.

Oct. 28, 1:30-3:00

Targeting Learning Outcomes 
for Program Assessment
Participants will learn how to devel-
op good student learning outcomes 
at the program level. Strategies for 
measuring these outcomes will be 
offered. This session will include 
matching targeted outcomes to dis-
cipline-specific certification needs. 
Facilitated by Dr. Paula Krist.

Oct. 5, 1:30-3:00
Oct. 14, 1:30-3:00

(continued on next page)
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The Karen L. Smith Faculty Center for Teaching and Learning
CL1-207   •   Phone: 407-823-3544   •   Fax: 407-823-2355
E-mail: fctl@mail.ucf.edu
www.fctl.ucf.edu

“Year of Scholarship of Teach-
ing and Learning,” continued.

We have scheduled several 
events throughout the year to 
celebrate and promote SoTL. 
In November, a panel of fac-
ulty and previous UCF SoTL 
Award winners will introduce 
SoTL, with breakout sessions 
specific to disciplines to fol-
low. We will also bring in grant 
agencies to give presentations 
on SoTL grants, with follow-up 
workshops on grant prepara-
tions. In May, we will cap the 
year with a Faculty Showcase, 
and at the end of the year the 
Provost’s office will request ap-
plications for SoTL Awards.

Watch our calendar for ad-
ditional workshops about the 
Scholarship of Teaching and 
Learning offered throughout 
the year.

New Faculty Lunch
The Faculty Center for Teaching & 
Learning is pleased to invite new 
tenure-track faculty members to be 
our guests for lunch October 10th 
at 11:30 in the Marketplace. Come 
together, share stories and walk 
through “The Twelve-Step Process 
for Success.”
Please RSVP: (407) 823-3544.

Adjunct Faculty Retreat
We invite 40 Adjunct Faculty to 
participate in a four-hour Saturday 
retreat on October 16 to learn about 
campus resources, basic pedagogi-
cal support, and design of their 
teaching projects. The second half 
of the retreat will occur in Novem-
ber. RSVP required. For more info 
contact Kevin Yee: (407) 823-3544

International Culture Series
International Teaching Assistants  
are invited to a culture and discus-
sion hour, Mondays at 4:00 in the 
Faculty Center. This is a volun-
tary series of meetings to practice 
speaking English, learn language 
immersion tips, and discuss Amer-
ican culture. 

Resource of the Month
“Jigsaw”
Describe this exercise to your class 
as a puzzle that requires coopera-
tion. Organize groups of five. Each 
person should receive an envelope 
containing irregular pieces that 
will be used to form squares. The 
task of each group is to form five 
squares. Be sure to offer a chance 
afterward for reflection on the emo-
tions inherent in group dynamics 
and team learning.

For more information and to find 
other resources, see http://www.
fctl.ucf.edu/tresources/

Off-Center
Here’s what’s happening outside the 
Faculty Center: 

SITE 2005
Society for Information Technology 
and Teacher Education
March 1-5, 2005
Phoenix, Arizona
http://www.aace.org/conf/site/

Submission deadline: Oct. 18, 2004

CRLL 3rd International Conference
What a Difference a Pedagogy Makes: Re-
searching Lifelong Learning and Teaching
June 23-26, 2005
Stirling, Scotland
http://crll.gcal.ac.uk/conf.htm

Submission deadline: Oct. 25, 2004

2005 Lilly South Conference on Col-
lege and University Teaching
February 18-29, 2005
Greensboro, North Carolina
http://www.uncg.edu/tlc/lillysouth/ 

Submission deadline: Nov. 1, 2004

In the Center
A Different Approach to 
Bloom’s Taxonomy
Participants will discuss a cumula-
tive impact of cognitive levels on 
structuring learning objectives, 
teaching strategies and evaluation 
methods.

Oct. 1, 1:30-3:00
Oct. 27, 10:30-12:00

Cheating: Detecting and Pre-
venting Academic Dishonesty
This session will explore the issues 
related to awareness, prevention, 
detection, and consequences of 
plagiarism. Learn also about UCF 
services to detect plagiarism.

Oct. 8, 3:00-4:30
Oct. 18, 10:30-12:00

Developing a Faculty Portfolio 
One of the hardest things to do is 
to document teaching proficiency. 
This portfolio workshop will help 
faculty develop an outline for their 
portfolio and define the content 
and layout.

Oct. 4, 2:00-3:30
Oct. 12, 3:00-4:30

Ethics Across the Curriculum
If you are interested in focusing on 
ethics in your teaching and in your 
research, or if you wish to develop 
ideas and materials for incorporat-
ing ethics into your curriculum and 

projects, please attend this shar-
ing session. If you have materials, 
bring them. If you have questions, 
bring them. If you just want to lis-
ten in, you will be welcome.

Oct. 11, 2:00-3:30
Oct. 15, 10:30-12:00

Freeing the Creature
The Frankenstein story can be 
understood as a cultural expres-
sion of humanity’s alienation from 
other beings and systems in the 
biosphere. In this seminar we will 
explore some of the causes and the 
effects of this alienation, including 
a discussion of how the culture-
wide disengagement is manifested 
in the classroom. 

Oct. 20 & 27, 2:30-4:00

Grade Inflation
This will be a roundtable discus-
sion of grade inflation across the 
university. Come to learn how it 
has affected us, what can be done 
about it, and other related issues.

Oct. 29, 1:30-3:00

ITV Workshop Series
The ITV workshop series will men-
tor you through the process of 
providing a successful learning 
environment at multiple campus-
es, using the ITV system. You will 
learn to use the technology, discuss 
different pedagogical approaches 
and assessment strategies. This 
workshop series is open to anyone 
interested in the ITV system.

Oct. 15 & 22 & 29, 9:00-12:00

Mentoring and Being
Mentored
In this session we will discuss the 
ways in which faculty and adminis-
tration can mentor each other and 
how best to find effective mentors 
in and outside of your department.

Oct. 6, 10:30-12:00
Oct. 21, 3:00-4:30

Nuts and Bolts of Service-
Learning Classes
Are you interested in teaching a 
Service-Learning class, but aren’t 
sure how to start? This workshop 
is aimed at those who have not 
taught a Service-Learning class 
yet at UCF, but are interested in 
exploring ways to incorporate this 
exciting hands-on style of learning 
into their classes.

Oct. 15, 1:30-3:00

Problem-Based Learning
Participants will learn attributes 
of complex problems that require 
teamwork and will design several 
for their own classroom use.

Oct. 25 & 26, 10:30-12:00

Service-Learning: Setting Up 
and Sustaining a Community 
Partnership
The better the relationship with 
a community partner, the better 
chance for a successful learning ex-
perience for students in a Service-
Learning class. Come to hear ad-
vice on how to initiate, develop and 
sustain a good partnership where 
instructor, student and community 
partner all benefit.

Oct. 5, 9:00-10:30

Using Humor
Humor is a tool for engaging stu-
dents but can also alienate them. 
This workshop will focus on posi-
tive and negative aspects of the use 
of humor in the classroom.

Oct. 19, 10:30-12:00

Why Community Matters
Identify the “micro-culture” in 
your class and make it work for 
you. Participants will explore ways 
to encourage community in their 
classes.

Oct. 7, 1:30-3:00
Oct. 13, 10:30-12:00

In Closing...
Join us for our famous Hallow-
een Open House on F r i d a y 
October 29, from 
11:00 – 1:00 
at the Fac-
ulty Center. 
R e f r e s h -
ments will 
be served. 
C o s t u m e s 
are optional. 
Come be social with your fellow 
faculty; it promises to be a fright-
eningly good time!

Teaching Circles
Our Teaching Circle is an in-
formal opportunity to come to-
gether to brainstorm teaching 
ideas and mentor each other as 
we implement the ideas in our 
classrooms. The Teaching Cir-
cle meets from 3:30 – 5:00 ev-
ery Wednesday in the Faculty 
Center. Drop in’s are welcome.


